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1960s and later : The decades following the decline of the studio system in the 1960s saw 
changes in the production and style of film. Various New Wave movements including the 
French New Wave, Indian New Wave, Japanese New Wave, and New Hollywood and the rise 
of film-school-educated independent filmmakers contributed to the changes the medium 
experienced in the latter half of the 20th century. Digital technology has been the driving 
force for change throughout the 1990s and into the 2000s. Digital 3D projection largely 
replaced earlier problem-prone 3D film systems and has become popular in the early 
2010s.citation needed 


The making and showing of motion pictures became a source of profit almost as soon as the 
process was invented. Upon seeing how successful their new invention, and its product, was 
in their native France, the Lumiéres quickly set about touring the Continent to exhibit the 
first films privately to royalty and publicly to the masses. In each country, they would 
normally add new, local scenes to their catalogue and, quickly enough, found local 
entrepreneurs in the various countries of Europe to buy their equipment and photograph, 
export, import, and screen additional product commercially. The Oberammergau Passion 
Play of 1898citation needed was the first commercial motion picture ever produced. Other 
pictures soon followed, and motion pictures became a separate industry that overshadowed 
the vaudeville world. Dedicated theaters and companies formed specifically to produce and 
distribute films, while motion picture actors became major celebrities and commanded huge 
fees for their performances. By 1917 Charlie Chaplin had a contract that called for an 
annual salary of one million dollars. From 1931 to 1956, film was also the only image 
storage and playback system for television programming until the introduction of videotape 
recorders. 


As a medium, film is not limited to motion pictures, since the technology developed as the 


basis for photography. It can be used to present a progressive sequence of still images in 
the form of a slideshow. Film has also been incorporated into multimedia presentations and 
often has importance as primary historical documentation. However, historic films have 
problems in terms of preservation and storage, and the motion picture industry is exploring 
many alternatives. Most films on cellulose nitrate base have been copied onto modern safety 
films. Some studios save color films through the use of separation masters: three B&W 
negatives each exposed through red, green, or blue filters essentially a reverse of the 
Technicolor process. Digital methods have also been used to restore films, although their 
continued obsolescence cycle makes them as of 2006 a poor choice for long-term 
preservation. Film preservation of decaying film stock is a matter of concern to both film 
historians and archivists and to companies interested in preserving their existing products 
in order to make them available to future generations and thereby increase revenue. 
Preservation is generally a higher concern for nitrate and single-strip color films, due to 
their high decay rates black-and-white films on safety bases and color films preserved on 
Technicolor imbibition prints tend to keep up much better, assuming proper handling and 
storage. 
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